
 
 

Fact sheet for Round 2 Development  Partnerships 
 
 
NORTH WEST: 
 
 
Agora – This Development Partnership comprised organisations worked to 
empower local communities - in predominantly deprived areas - to manage 
their town/district centres as sustainable social enterprises. The DP focused 
on using local human resources to enable local town/district centres are run 
for the benefit of the community.   
 
Beyond Face Value – This Development Partnership tackled inequality and 
disadvantage in the labour market faced by men and women from minority 
ethnic communities in Lancashire.  The project developed a two-pronged 
approach to help people into employment and working with employers.  
 
ECUBE – This Development Partnership helped improve lifelong learning 
among diverse disadvantaged groups such as young people and adults with 
low skills in Greater Manchester. The DP extended access to lifelong learning 
and thus improved skills, confidence and employability to non-traditional 
learners and those with low qualifications who faced multiple barriers. 
 
Healthcare ESOL – This Development Partnership worked to redress BME 
under representation in the NHS and care sector by improving the English 
language skills of low paid workers from ethnic minority communities. The DP 
piloted and tested an ESOL e-learning model specifically tailored to the 
language of the healthcare sector. 
 
Innovation means prisons and communities together (IMPACT) Ascend 
– This Development partnership worked to improve the employment and 
resettlement prospects of BME ex-offenders. It worked to empower ex-
offenders to not only gain education, training and employment pre and post-
release, but also to sustain it on long term basis, developing tools effective 
employer engagement 
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EQUAL Development Partnerships 
 

Contact Details 
 
NORTH WEST: 
 
 
Name of DP:  AGORA        
Lead Partner: Manchester Metropolitan University 
Contact: Mr Steve Bainbridge 
Email: s.bainbridge@mmu.ac.uk Tel: 0161 247 6056 
Address: Retail Management Manchester Metropolitan University Business School 
Aytoun Street Manchester Greater Manchester M1 3GH 
 
 
Name of DP:  Beyond Face Value        
Lead Partner: University of Cumbria (formerly St Martin's College) 
Contact: Mr Kevin Boles 
Email: k.boles@ucsm.ac.uk Tel: 015394 30636 
Address: School of Business & Enterprise Lancaster Campus Bowerham Road 
Lancaster Lancashire LA1 3JD 
 
 
Name of DP:  ECUBE        
Lead Partner: Toucan Europe Ltd 
Contact: Mr Dave Ellis 
Email: dave.ellis@toucan-europe.co.uk Tel: 0161 273 5122 
Address: The Ellesmere 93 Walkden Road, Worsley Manchester Greater 
Manchester M28 7BQ 
 
 
Name of DP:  Healthcare ESOL Development Partnership        
Lead Partner: Cheshire & Wirral Partnership NHS Trust 
Contact: Ms Kath Jones 
Email: kath.Jones@cwpnt.nhs.uk   Tel: 0151 334 7323 
Address: Room 15, Innovation House Power Road Bromborough Wirrall Merseyside 
CH62 3QT 
 
 
Name of DP:  IMPACT        
Lead Partner: H M PrisonService 
Contact: Mr Bill Spiby  
Email: Bill.Spiby@hmps.gsi.gov.uk   Tel: 01925 805 237 
Address: NW Area Office, Stirling House Ackhurst Business Park, Foxhole Road 
Chorley Lancashire PR7 1NY. 
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Name of DP:  Knowledge for Innovation        
Lead Partner: University of Manchester 
Contact: Ms Janine Rigby 
Email: J.Rigby-2@manchester.ac.uk Tel: 0161 306 5746 
Address: Sackville Street Building.  Manchester. M60 1QD 
 
 
   All products can be accessed by clicking on www.equal-works.com 
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