JEREMY:
This is from Nick Roberts. And many rural communities in Britain retain a very dated stereotypical view of ethnic diversity and equality. How can the undeniable successes seen in urban areas be transferred to those in more isolated communities to the benefit of all concerned?

TREVOR:
Well let me say first Nick that I’ve got myself into terrible trouble over this about a year ago when I ... 
JEREMY:
Your chance to do it again.

TREVOR:
Yes, let’s get into trouble again. When I used the expression passive apartheid in relation to the countryside. By which I meant that I thought that people in the countryside might not be particularly hostile to people from ethnic minorities, but they certainly weren’t used to having you know people who are not white around. And if you actually go into the countryside you know as I do sometimes myself, there sometimes is a bit sort of not so much you know we don’t like black people, it’s more oh you’re obviously a stranger what are you doing around here? 

 
So there are some issues of that kind still to unravel. And I think the way that we will unravel those issues is very simple. It will be by real contact. And that means that we I think want to try to encourage through work that I think people like English Heritage are doing and that I hope one day the National Trust encourage people from urban settings which inevitably will mean more people from ethnic minorities, to enjoy the you know the great facilities and amenities and just beauty of the English, Scottish, Welsh and indeed Northern Irish countryside. Because this is a very special thing about this country.


And the paradox is of course that most people who come from who are migrants tend to be people who come from rural backgrounds. I mean like my own family did from a fishing village. So going into the countryside is not unfamiliar, but they’re not sort of encouraged or made often to feel welcome. I think that is changing now, I think a lot of institutions are paying attention to this. So I think that’s the first thing that could – can be done.


I think the second thing that can be done is that there will be lots of institutions in the countryside who are really civic institutions that play a big role in getting people from the village into the town, making contacts with people in the town and I think in – what I would be very really interested in hearing about is whether there are – whether it’s a women’s institute or the, I don’t know, the count... I don’t know if it’s the country landowners, landowners association still exists, but all of those kinds of people, whether they can play a role in as it were getting rural people to understand more about the lives of people from ethnic minorities who as I say tend to be more concentrated in towns.


And the last thing and this is something that I think is more difficult. we’ve thought about this quite a lot, I’m not sure we’ve got great answers yet. We do think that there is quite a lot to be done to deal with the isolation of some ethnic minority people in outside of the big urban centres. And the first thing that has to be done is to protect them from discrimination and from assaults quite often. So there’s quite a lot of work to be done in – with the local institutions, police, church institutions and so forth to help the – to get them into a place where they can help protect people who are isolated because of their ethnicity. 
JEREMY:
And of course there are very real issues aren’t there about people, pickers and cockle pickers and things.

TREVOR:
Yeah. 
JEREMY:
From Eastern Central European backgrounds working for very low wages and dumped into rural areas to earn their money.

TREVOR:
Well there’s two things we’re doing here. One is that we’re trying very hard to put more money into some of the non urban race equality councils, voluntary sector organisations, which are there to champion the needs of minority or immigrant folk. And secondly we are working with the TUC and the CBI through national partnership to challenge the exploitation of migrant workers by whatever means that we’ll – that we can. Where we can identify it we will try to use one of the legal means are available to us to challenge it. 

JEREMY:
Thank you for that. you’ll be glad probably to hear that Nick Roberts has attracted the slap on the wrist that you might have half been expecting yourself from a gentleman called anonymous, or at least I assume it’s a gentleman, I shouldn’t say that, it’s a person called anonymous. Nick Roberts, anonymous tells me displays a characteristically stereotypical view of rural communities. He would seem to represent a typical urban view that rural communities are somehow backward. His urban-centric view is perhaps symptomatic of a growing urban conceit that what works in urban communities could be forcibly replicated in rural environment. There are very real differences in the social and ethnic demographic of both communities. Nick Roberts and his urban minded fellows should question their belief that they hold the answers or indeed understand the reality of the dynamic of rural communities. 

TREVOR:
Well I – I think that there’s you know it ... There’s some validity in that but it doesn’t mean that Nick Roberts, and I don’t think that’s what Nick Roberts was saying. 
JEREMY:
No.

TREVOR:
There are still issues to be dealt with within the rural community. And by the way even if you live in a farming community where you would never see somebody who is not white. Those farming communities are not isolated, you know their children go to school, they will make big – they may go to work in towns. And we live in one national community where we do have to meet each other and that means that even if we’re not living side by side with people who are different with us – from us, there will come a moment where we do need to be ready – get used to the idea of dealing with difference. 
