JEREMY:
Is it possible to begin to launch audits to determine the ratio of the BME film makers that are getting access to public funding in relation to similar projects by their white counterparts? And that’s a very specific one, but there maybe a lot of other instances where audits of where money is going isn’t being done at the moment. Is it something that you’re planning to do?

TREVOR:
Well I don’t think we would be doing this ourselves. This is something that we would expect the public bodies concerned to be doing under their own race equality schemes. So for example we would expect the Department for Culture, Media and Sport to be providing this information and if they’re not I think that people ought to be asking why and letting us know that they’re not providing it. So if anybody wanted to get in touch with the Department of Culture, Media and Sport to discover whether they had this information I’d be very interested to know the answer. Not that I’m encouraging people to flood the DCMS with emails or anything, but it would be interesting to know what the answer to that is.


We would expect, and I know that John Woodward who is the boss at PACT, the producers alliance, sorry at the film he used to be at PACT, at the film council, that they are thinking a lot about this and I think they are beginning to collect some information. So I think that rather than it being the CRE. On all of these kind of things what we want to happen is for the bodies who are actually in the business to be collecting this information, (a) because they understand it better and (b) because it is their responsibility, that’s what mainstreaming means. It shouldn’t just be the CRE coming along and trying to do a survey and so on and then making a fuss about it that we will do that. 


We want all the 43,000 public bodies for which we’re responsible to take – for them to take responsibility for ensuring that their outcomes are legitimate and more equal than they used to be. So the answer to the question is that we are going to try to encourage all the bodies, film council, television companies and film companies and indeed DCMS to do more of this, to try to establish what the situation is. but I hope that over the next period without I don’t think I can be specific about it but I hope over the next period we’ll be trying to push that along a bit further, particularly for example the BBC as well. 

JEREMY:
Interesting. I’ve got another question here. This has come from someone called Chris Webb. And the question is, there are a number of Equal funded Muslim focussed projects, not least with the Ethnic Minorities Foundation. What in your view should be done to promote the energies and the capabilities of the very varied Muslim ethnic communities in the UK?

TREVOR:
Well I think the answer is Chris that we have to hear more about them. I mean I think this is a very important question that I ... One of our problems at the moment is that when we hear Muslim or see it in our newspapers at the moment it tends to be associated with words like terrorism, security, and all of that. Or it is purely about reporting the complaints that Muslim leaders may make and rightly about the kinds of discrimination that Muslims might face. What we don’t hear enough about I think are the efforts that are being made by a lot of Muslim led organisations first of all to work for support their own community, for example the women’s organisations or young people’s organisations. 


The Muslim Leaders Foundation that I think it’s called and their helpline I think are tremendously important in dealing – in giving young Muslim people the opportunity to talk to somebody about the difficulties they maybe having with their families or with school or just coming to terms with the world in a way which is different to the way that other young non Muslim people might be coming to terms with the families or work. They need somebody who understands what it’s like to be a Muslim in that situation and what their, you know how they can marry and intersect their faith with their Britishness, if I can put it that way.


Now that’s a really really important thing and I – I – I don’t – I know because I’ve met some of the organisers of it that they do tremendously good work. but we don’t hear enough about it. We try through I think we’re thinking, we’re trying to do this through some of the work that we’re doing, for example we have a big convention next week and some of the people involved in that sort of organisation would be on show at that convention at the Queen Elizabeth Conference Centre next week. but I think it’s not enough, we need to do more collectively to tell people these good stories. 

JEREMY:
Trevor Phillips thank you very much for giving us this, I’m sure, very precious hour in your schedule and launching the Equal Works debate in such a brilliant way. I think there’s a number of respects in which you probably heard things from Equal projects or about Equal projects which actually need to come the way of the CRE and the other commission in due course. Part of Equal’s remit is to mainstream what it does well and what its found out. So I hope we’ve opened a mainstreaming channel into the CRE and into the new Commission for Equality and Human Rights on behalf of Equal.

TREVOR:
Jeremy, it’s been great. Thank you very much. It’s been a privilege.

